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Please amend the claims as follows 

1 . (Amended) A ile^ibi e spine stabilization system comprising; • 

3 first rod having a first end pik^m add z soevtid ptnlion; 

a first fl^b^ ele^nt ha ving at 
elem*mt.is dispwed; between iho first- and second end portions, wheruih atfafim fftfxiblc 
etement is integrally formed between said first and second rod portions, tod wherein the first 
flexible element permits motion of the first end pbraoii relative to the second end portion; 

a first fastener capable of connecting with the first end portion: and 

a second fastener capable of connecting with the second end portion; 

wtechi the and aeoond genera ai* tiajp&fo g£aacj&^ 
le^togrtiajiy between the exteriorof a fir<rt Vertebra And e « cand vertebra auoh that me fl pme 
gfebilkatt pn js capabfe tf fi^i vertebra relative tp the 

Second vgrtehr^ 

2, (t)rigivis{} The flexible spine stabilization systatt'ef claim I M ^iicrcin the first, end portion 
and the second end portions of tie first rod comprise a tubular structure. ' 




3i" (OrigmaI>Tfe flexible spine stakilizahon systesa of claim 1, wherein tibtc first end portion 
ana the second end portions of the first tod are substantially solid. 



4. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 1 , wherein the alit in the first 
flexile element feim» a helical pattern around a portico* cf the first read. 

5 (Ong*^ 1 ) t *h? flexible spine stabittnjtion system of claim ?, wherein the first flexible 
ekfr«ftl.tt tufted in the nfcuff&i £u*itiafi to i^mffiixfeus the l&r<Jegi& in ttte Spine. 

6. {Original) ?he flexible fijrihe kt^ii^ift ij^etii ef taaiiii i, wherein Ute firct itexfete 
^l&lueut limits mutiuil vide Iiifct *aui pmtiun tviuli vc £0 the eccuikI cnu puritOK irum ubuul i" u? 
about 30° in all planes. 
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7, XOti^^yTh* Ses&Sc fipiiie-bbUtLci^w^^im-^^a 3, vrlsv&ciii tlw £k&i Edible 
element limits motion of the first end portion relative to the second end portion from about 0* to 
abuttt'3" ill till yhziv*. 

S- <On«nUii) The foxsfcb spiitc #o*i«»tioa sysisni ciaini 5, whettin *e Sist fiexible 
eiement «mhs rotation of the first end pbrtfo<» Native to the second end portion from about 1* to 
about 5<r. 

V. ^Otiginai) The tiOT&ie .jsgri&c St^biiiz^ion sysiem ol claim 3,\smerem fhe nrst tlexible 
element limits rotation of the first end portion relative to ike second end portion from about !° to 
about 

It). l^gmai) Tne 

ek*s=ztt tinsits Italian of tiw £rst *r*i j**tioii .eW& *v tu^ icwiid p» iiou awiti iu 
about 3 d . 



ft . The iW*uv= Spiti* ^mi^on sy&cm o* Vr&sh Iti/Mmra lift iSm fi&ftle 

fclemeirit prevents rotnrtnii of the ftrct end portion rrfftrivW tn thr. sftootin' '«M nntfinti.. 



12. (Ori^naJ) The flexible spine stabilisation system of claim 3, wherein the first flexible 
element limit* ficAlui^Alctiskui *j?usg Stst ciiu jwiiiuu iduuvc U> tile around chu puiuvtt &UIII 

about 0^ to about 30^- 

13. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 12, wherein the first flexible 
element limit* fiexk^cxieiiwtw 0/ s&jj eau poruon reiaiive iu u*v second una portion uum 
about 0* to about 3* 

14. (Original) The flexible spine siabtli/jarinn system of claim ! T wherein the ftr*t flexible 
element Emits ilexion-ejaensiou of the fim end ^portion relative to the second entt portion ijtim 
about 3° to about 3^, 
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i b. (Original) The riexiDie spine stabilization system of ciaim 3, wherein the Am flexible 

H/T*W*ti* litniis hmHmg r\f ihn fi refund ^nrfir™ n»lativ* ttvthj? wxronrl onH .^orH^r, fr<ytr> 

about to about 

16. (Original) Hie flexible spine stabilization system of claim is, wherein the first flexible 
about <f to about 3°. 

16. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 15, wherein the firat flexible 

*lcss£Efc liuiito isfcra! blading of ihs first end porthsa refciivs to the ^wcndcnd pcrtfen &om 
about 3* to about 30°. 

' 7 - (°ne\Tiflf) The flexible? «pino Mithilis^tH^ *y?tom nf claim 1 L v/hprwn the first fferihfe 

eteatefr itoiiii axiai compress atom ru^c pkiraau t^i^ti Ve t& to ^ond ^id |k%raoii had* 

ahont 0 rtrm tn «Knnt 7 mm 

l? t (Original) The flsabla ^iae s^iUMiiciasj.'stitra, ^sbu7> I?, v&srsr.the first (bRfldt--' 
element limits axial compression ofthe first end portion relative to the second end portion Item 

.ttbout.Qi$.!$sr. to rixsiat.? km, . 

19. (Original) The flaufcls: crpjaa. srtsbituagian ^saajaf alaia 18, wfcsssia tteAat flosSta 
element limits axial compression of the first end portion relative to the second end portion fiom 
atk>6i '0liilii ii> i llilH. 

20. Vurigluai) lne Wim spine Wmsau* *^iem 6i claim 19, wherein toe depth or the 

Tim m iff Sm/^ffipgw&to tfagfl 99 ps^aff^r^mnrthf,^ 

2 1 (Origin^ Th« fl«riM« ^ rtHhiVrrion n f^ air » W> ; ,„w: n fhft ^ 0 <^ 

fiist slit is fiom about 50 percent to abom 80 jwrcemofthe radius of the rod. 
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<Oric?aa)) jh? a«x*!*?.5pi2» aabiUgaAon cyctom .of,olaun 1, wJUffitajiv first flexible 
element further comprises a second slit formed thereto. 

23. (Original) me flexible spine stabiliMtxon system of claim 22, whereat* the first slit and 
jUa soeead iit in^thc : fes: .fflcjfiKe clement form ^dic^l p^cnts assad . sportier, pf the first rsd. 

24. * (0?i&;tt!} The, .flc*&Jt j*** 4&itiu££uu «>*i»'.i of v «***v. £3> w&ttvu* a ^&>u 

of the fim sih *md the second «Iit are disposed in the eame locatioti on the fiiSt ixnL 

25. (Original) The flexiWe spine stabilization system of c}mm 23> wherem the dilution or the 

lii^kal^viii of iiki fas* .u» tla, ssoow & &s diction of ttote&&&I p&rtetfa pf.die secouu tfiu 

2b . (Original) iiic ftbtibie spme stabi hzanon system oi claim '23, wncrein the direction or me 

h$l£&&l patter;; -af tlvi r»;t itr V4>*;^;»;t£. f.'*j^» Uk^iWki ^UiC ptiltcikj 'of &m ovwaaJ 

slit 

i7v ^C/ii^iai) Tub fiexnifc spiiie »u&fiktft*oii system pi* claim vtfusttein foelhvi flexible 
element foims at least apprtion of a tronscoanwtor that ejects two longitudinal rods. 

28. /Original) The flexible ajw** ftfehttimtfion system claim 1 , vfaerrm tfep firsf ™d yr<onrf 
iaatenets are bone fasteners. 

29: (Original) The flexible spine stabilization syeiiim. pf clajm 1 , wherein the first <?l|t formed 

first slit is from about 20 percent to about 95 percent of thejadius of the rod. 

31. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 30, lfcherein tho depth of the 

ssa slit ie &aa ejte*t 5$ petix* to dawt -fiO.^cs^t awi«Si«, {i» 

I 

t 

i 
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Please add the following new claim?: 

32. (new) The fl«cible spine stabilization system of claim I, iuither comprising 

a second <od laving & Wd end portion and a fourth end portion; 

a second flexible element having at least a fim,jit formed therein, wherein said second 
flexible element is disposed between the third andfoutth end portions, wherein the second 
flexmle element is integrally mr^ed between said tbkd and fotmb rod portions, and wherein the 
second flexible element permits monon of me third end portion relati ve to fee fourth endporiion; 

wherem the second rod is at least partiaUy disposed between the exterior of the first 
vertebra and second veitebra. 



33. (new) The flexible spine stabili^tion system of claim 32, wherein the first and second 
cods pennii limited movement tff ibe &* verteiw relative to the second vertebra hi the amerior- 
posterior direction and substantially restrict lateral bending. 

34. :<"^)ne flexible spiircs^^ 

fastener capable ofcom»ccting with a porrioji of me firat tod, and wherein the miidmstener is 
capable of secmely disppsh^ me firat-rod at Wpa«wlly between the exterior of the second 
vertebra and a third vertebra. 

3i. (new) The flexible spine stabilizatipu system of claim 34, wherein the portion of the first 
bddi#oM between the second vmebi»;aadth«,^ 
of the second vertebra relative to the thiid vertebra 



30. (new) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 35/ wherein the first flexible 
element permits Umited movement of the first vertebra relative to the second vertebra in the 
anterior-posterior direction and substantially reWcte lateral b^iog. 



(new) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 34, wherein the portion of the first 
rod disposed between the second vertebra and the third vertebra is capable of permitting limited 
moven^i of the second v&fcfara relativrto the third vertebra. 
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33 (haw) The. Arabic spin* tfsMli>*Hmi ^^pfrt&r? 1 ; wharei.n rbe fi^T f^^firia 9 
pedicle screw partially disposed in ifie tflttt vertebra. 
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